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Dear Friends

As we begin to journey through Advent, we anticipate the unveiling of God through the birth of Christ at
Christmas. Advent is an opportunity for reflection. A time to look out for God and to spend time with God,
yet for many of us this couldn’t come at a worse time - we are so busy!!

For us as a family, this year has been very special. In many ways I feel as if I have spent much of the year
waiting for and anticipating Sarah and Jon’s wedding day. Maybe that is why, when we come to the run up
to Christmas, I find myself looking back and rejoicing in all the many ways I have felt God’s hand on my
life and the life of my family. One of those special moments was looking out from the front of the church
and seeing all the people who mean so much to me in one place and at one time. It reminded me of all the
times God has been present through the love and care of family and friends. There were just so many
memories; so much to be thankful for; so much to thank God for. There were also people who were missing;
people who have left a huge hole in my life and not least of these was my Mum. Yet even in this moment
of sadness I was reminded of God’s presence in the midst of the difficult and sad times of our lives.

Waiting can be one of the most difficult things we ever have to do. Waiting for an operation or the results
of medical tests. Waiting for exam results or a response to a job application. Waiting for Christmas!
Whatever we are waiting for, God is right there in the waiting time. But in all the anxiety and confusion it
is so easy to miss the comfort and peace that this knowledge can bring.

Christmas... God with us. Where has God been for you this year? Where have you glimpsed the presence
of God in your neighbourhood, in your church and in the world?

Why don’t you take a moment away from the seasonal madness to sit down quietly and look at the places
where you have sensed God’s presence with you this year?

May God be in your waiting times!

With my love

Liz

Doug, Andrew, Beccy, Sarah and Jon join me in hoping that you will have a joyful Christmas and that you
will experience the blessing of God in your lives throughout the coming year.

MINISTER’S LETTER

EDITORIAL

This time of year is always pleasurably hectic and, in addition to
Christmas preparations, we have the commencement of our 70th
Anniversary year celebrations. This anniversary commemorates the
opening of the buildings which were dedicated in dark times just
days after the outbreak of war. The founders certainly had great
vision, determination, hope and faith.

When wondering how we could sum up our Anniversary, we felt it
was so well crystallised in the poem alongside for which we have to
thank Millie Rhymer. She wrote it for our Service of Celebration on 29th
November.

We too send everyone Christmas Greetings and all good wishes for
the New Year.

WHAT A CELEBRATION!

What a celebration!
What a happy day,
Gathered here together
To laugh, to talk, to pray.

Through all the seven decades
St. Andrew’s has stood fast,
Sheltering the pilgrims
On life’s journey to the last.

Thus it stands a beacon,
The portals opened wide,
In welcome to the faithful
To share the peace inside.



The above gave notice to the Community of the opening of our original building - then known as a Hall.
It was intended to complete the Church after but due to the War, plans changed and ‘the Hall’ was
extended and made into our present Church building.

Prior to this opening, services had been held in Eastcote House from June 1938.
On Sunday 29th November, we start our 70th year with a Service of Celebration and we will give a report
of this in our next issue.

During the coming year, we will have further special services, events and Bulletin articles. Keep watching
the Bulletin, the weekly Notice sheet or Web-site for details.
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To Joan Hislop, wife of our former Minister,who celebrated
her 80th birthday in September with family and friends - still
really a youngster at heart!

The first weekend in October Alyn and Josie Owens returned to Eastcote, when Alyn took our Sunday
morning service. They both also joined the ramble on the Saturday .

We have received greetings from Beryl Lindley in America. She says that
they have had a hot summer -100 degrees at times!

Judy Walker (nee Hawkins), an Associate Member, sends love and best
wishes to all at St. Andrew’s.

We were sorry to learn that Brian Head had a heart attack whilst on holiday in Italy and has spent time
in Northwick Park after being air lifted home in an Air Ambulance.

Tony Wood has been in hospital and had an operation recently.

We wish them both well during the many weeks of recovery.

Our good wishes go to two of our young people now that they have embarked on their
University courses: David Marcyniuk is studying  Geology at Portsmouth and Anna Marcyniuk
is studying  Biochemistry at Durham.

We were pleased to welcome Maureen Childs back to St Andrew’s in September. She came to the Sonning
Mill Theatre with us on Saturday and was at the morning  service on 13th September.

In September, a group of friends, all members or former members of St. Andrew’s met up for a pleasant dinner
and convivial evening. All had been members of the Church Question Mark Group (a social group of
yesteryear) and many happy memories were recalled.

This year our Harvest Festival gifts went to the Watford New Hope Trust - a charity
helping the homeless.
St. Andrew’s has a connection as the chief executive of the Trust is Mike Smith who was
formerly an elder at St. Andrew’s. He is the son of Marianne and is married to Fiona,
daughter of our former Minister, Joe Hislop.

The 70th Anniversary of the outbreak of WW2 on September 3rd was widely featured by the
media. It was astounding to see an article in The Times by David Meara who revealed his
parents’ feelings and fears on the eve of war from a series of letters they sent each other.
Winifred and Gwynne Meara were long-time, faithful and staunch members of St. Andrew’s and
David and his twin brother were brought up in our church. David went in for the Ministry and is
now Archdeacon of London and Rector of St. Bride’s, Fleet Street, the Journalists’ Church.
David wrote in a recent letter, “I owe St. Andrew’s a big debt in my own life and ministry”.



Lotte Wertheim (1918 - 2009)

          Lotte was born in Berlin. Her parents were German, but of Jewish origin
and came from Breslau in Silesia.  Her brother, Franz was born in 1922.
 In 1925, the family moved to Aussig, a town on the River Elbe in
Czechoslovakia, as her father got a job in a large chemical factory and a little
later the whole family took Czech Citizenship. Here Lotte went to school
where she developed a love of music and sang in the choir.  Her parents
allowed Lotte to follow her own path on religion and at 14 she was baptised
into the Christian faith. In 1936, the family moved to Prague where Lotte went
to University.
 At the time of Munich in 1938, there was great fear and uncertainty, so
Lotte came to England, becoming an au pair near Minehead for a few months. In September 1938 she
moved to London, although, with great difficulty, she courageously returned to Prague for Christmas with
her parents. She returned to London, another dangerous train journey, shortly before the German invasion
of Czechoslovakia in the Spring of 1939. On her return, Lotte began nursing in Ealing. She had to live
frugally, careful of every penny and just managed to pay her way. She helped out at a Hostel in Ealing run
by two women for Jewish Refugee boys, by sewing, patching and repairing garments. Her brother was at
this hostel for a time and it was here that she met Ernst, her husband to be, who by strange coincidence, had
arrived in England on the same Kindertransport train as her brother.
 The war proved to be traumatic for Lotte’s parents and for a long time there was no news of them.
Her brother, who was in the Free Czech Army, which with the Americans liberated Czechoslovakia,
eventually managed to trace them. They had miraculously survived the hardships of the German
Concentration Camp, Theresienstadt, although their home and possessions had been seized by the Germans.
 Lotte and Ernst were married after the war and lived in Ealing where their two children, Barbara
and John, were born. After her father died in 1953, Lotte’s mother came to live in London and they attended
Ealing Presbyterian Church. Later the family moved to Hatch End, which they thought positively rural after
Ealing and Lotte and the children came to St. Andrew’s in 1965. Ernst occasionally attended services and
served on the Buildings Committee - a position Lotte held some years later. She was also a stalwart helper
in the kitchen at the Church Children’s Summer Holiday Club.
 Lotte had a job with Marconi as an industrial nurse and also worked at Shepperton Film Studios.
She did sewing, knitting and crocheting and, with her knitting machine, she made the costumes out of
mohair, for the film “Planet of the Apes” - there was fluff all over the house!
 The family travelled widely throughout Europe for holidays and enjoyed mountain walking, a love
she developed as a child. Later Lotte travelled to Australia to visit John and his family and to Barbara and
her family in Canada. She took great delight in her children and grandchildren.
 Lotte helped at St. Luke’s Hospice and latterly collected and sorted stamps for that cause. She
continued her love of and interest in music throughout her life. For many years she sang in the Harrow
Choral Society and she was a ‘Friend of English National Opera’, frequently going to the Coliseum to see
operatic productions there. She also learnt to play Bridge and spent many pleasant evenings playing Bridge
with her friends.
 After Ernst’s death, Lotte moved to The Forresters in Eastcote continuing with her many interests.
As her health failed she was supported by her family and numerous friends, but particularly by Theresa, her
full time carer.
 Lotte was a product of the chaotic years of the 20th century. Her happy childhood became
increasingly surrounded by dark political clouds in her teens. Leaving behind her country, culture and
language she crossed Europe to create for herself and her family a new and successful life in a very different
land. Through her determination and independence of spirit she achieved much but was always modest and
reticent about exploring her fascinating past too deeply.



CALENDAR

DECEMBER 2009
Sunday 6th  10.30am Morning Worship - Toy and Parade Service - Junior Church Team
     6.30pm Evening Worship - Revd Liz Shaw
     (including the Sacrament of Holy Communion)
Tuesday 8th     7.15pm TLS ‘Getting to grips with the Bible’
Wednesday 9th      2.00pm Service of Remembering at Northwood Hills URC (lifts available)
Thursday 10th    7.45pm Elders’ Meeting
Saturday 12th   10.30am ‘Coffee with a Cause’ Coffee morning in aid of Shelter
Sunday 13th  10.30am Morning Worship - Revd Liz Shaw
     (including the Sacrament of Holy Communion)
Monday 14th    8.00pm CTE Carol Service at Eastcote Methodist Church
Wednesday 16th  10.00am Midweek Communion in the Vestry
     1.00pm Midweek Christmas Lunch in the John Greer Hall
Thursday 17th    7.30pm Carol Service for All
Sunday 20th  10.30am Morning Worship - Carol Service -Tom and Jean Stevenson
     6.00pm Carol Singing round the local streets
Thursday 24th    3.00pm Christmas Eve Children’s Service - Sarah Cadoux and friends
   11.30pm Christmas Eve Communion Service at Northwood Hills URC -Revd Liz Shaw
Friday 25th  10.30am Christmas Day Celebration - Revd Liz Shaw
Sunday 27th  10.30am Morning Worship Combined Service at Northwood Hills URC
     with Eastcote Methodist Church - Revd Liz Shaw

JANUARY 2010
Sunday 3rd  10.30am Morning Worship - tba
     6.30pm Evening Worship - tba
Sunday 10th  10.30am Morning Worship - Revd Liz Shaw
     (including the Sacrament of Holy Communion)
Saturday 16th  10.30am ‘Coffee with a Cause’ Coffee morning in aid of The Leprosy Mission
Sunday 17th  10.30am Morning Worship - Jean Stevenson
     3.30pm  CTE Tea Table Conference at Northwood Hills URC
     followed by tea and Service at 5pm
Wednesday 20th  10.00am Midweek Communion in the Vestry
Thursday 21st    7.45pm Elders’ Meting
Sunday 24th  10.30am Morning Worship - Revd Liz Shaw followed by Church Meeting
                                   and Faith Lunch
Saturday 30th    6.00pm Junior Church Supper Evening for Work Aid
Sunday 31st  10.30am Morning Worship - Stephen Burton

FEBRUARY 2010
Sunday 7th  10.30am Morning Worship - Mr W Boyd
     6.30pm Evening Worship - tba
Sunday 14th  10.30am Morning Worship - Revd Liz Shaw
     (including the Sacrament of Holy Communion)
Wednesday 17th  10.00am Midweek Communion in the Vestry
Saturday 20th  10.30am ‘Coffee with a Cause’ Coffee morning
     in aid of Hillingdon Narrow Boats Association
Sunday 21st  10.30am Morning Worship - Tony Thomas
     6.30pm Evening Worship - tba
     (including the Sacrament of Holy Communion)
Sunday 28th  10.30am Morning Worship - Revd Liz Shaw

MARCH 2010
Sunday 7th   10.30am Morning Worship - Lilian Evans
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